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A GENERAL VIEW OF THE FREEWILL-BAPTIST CONNECTION. 








The first church gathered of this order was in New-Dur- 
ham, N. H. in the year i780, principally by the instrumen- 
tality of Elder Benjarmm Randall who then resided in tliat 
town. Soon alter, — ral branches were collected, wich 
united with this church, and several preachers of different 
persuas sions were brought to see the beauties of a free sal- 
vation, and umted as fe low laborers with Elder Randall. 

December 6th, 1783, the Elders and chosen Brethren 
from the branches of the church in connection, assembled 

at Philipsburg, Me. for the purpose of a General Meeting, 
at which time they agreed to hold a meeting of this kind, 
four times in eae ly year, hence those meetings were called 
Quarterly Meetings. 

The second q. i. was holden at New-Gloucester, March 
6th, 1784. Phe third in June at New-Durham, and so 
continued. 

As the number ef brethren increased, they concluded to 
appoint other quar terly weet! nes for the aec ommodation of 
the members, so that now they are organized in several 
parts of the United States. ~ At a G. m. holden at New- 
Durham, N. HL. June 9th,1792, it was concluded to establish 

another q. m. to be holden on the 34d Wednesdays in Janu- 
ary, May, August, and Oc tobcr; and to be called the New- 
Darham qui arterly meeting. 

For the accommodation of the connection, Annual or 
Yearly Meetings have also been appointed for the purpose 
of receiving reports from the several quarterly meetings 

which belong to them, and the several yearly meetings cor- 


yesponding with each other, enables us to hear from the 
12 

















175 
yallous paris of the cou ht'y, and to ‘know the ecnerail state 
of the churehes. 


‘The times of first establishing the several yearly and 





oe, 
quarterly meetings, [cannot at present ascertam. 


The present staic of the connection, as far as I have had ve 
tures, is as follows : viz. 

T here are five Yearly Meetings m the connection.* One 
wn New-Ha un pshi Ire, — re the New-He mp: shire > Yearly 
Meeting. Two in the State of Mame. one calle dthe E dee- 
comb. and the other the C, ham Yearly Kceting. One in 
Vi. called the Vermont Ye: uly Meeting. One in N. Y. 
ealled the Holland Purchase Y¥ ear! lv meeting 

The NN. H. Yearly Moeeung > holden ann: nil on the 2d 
Saturday ard Sal bbath in Jay 2, s 
Kiciiand Purchase, | las! Saturday and Sabbath in August. 
a gecomb, the Ist * aturday and Sabbath in September. 

Vermont, th 6 Ist Saturday and Sabbath in October. 


Gorham, the Ist Saturday and Sabbath in November. 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS 


+ ~ a ~~? 





‘THere are 16 quarterly meetings in the eonnec ee - 
Ordamed Elders, 213 Ciurches, nl O74 probably } 
members, as they are returned this year. 

By the following it may be cei al here the 

and members are situated. 
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meetings 


~ 


New-Hampsiire Yearly Meeting. 


ge 


There are three quarterly meetings, which belong to 
this yearly meeting, and are known by the following namee. 
ist. New-Durbam. 2d. Sandwich. 3d. Weare. 
‘The times on which the New-Durham q. m. assemble: 
are the 3d Wednesdays and Lhursdays of be anuary, Mav, 
August, and October. . 


“The Yearly Meetire in the “tate of Ghio. mentioned in Br. David 


Marks’ letter, published last nenthy page 161. have never united Wits 
: us, though J understand thes yarree wiihl us in sentiment. 


tIn the No. for Deceniber last year. 
Octobcr instead of June, 


bd ee woe 4 
ii was erroneously mentenec; 
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‘The returns from thus quarterly mecting are as followse 


Elders. Churches Members. | Elders. Churehes. Members. 


ivuve 





Jolin Pare Alton 62 William Buzzell Middleton 380 
‘ Barnsted 80 Meredith 2d 51 
Bareington $5 | Jonathan Kenney New-Durham 82 
brook eld 8 | ‘Thomas bell Newcastle 30 
Moses Bean Candia 159 Nottingham 83 
David diarriman do, S. B. Dyer of Loudon, Pastor. 
Winthrop Young Canterbury 156 | Eben’r Knowlton Pittsfield = 128 
Peter Philbrick Deerfield 60 | William Saunders Strafford 1st 100 
Richard Martia  Giltord Nathaniel Berry* & do. 2 106 
Abel Glidden Giimanton 28 | Enoch Place 
do. @d. ch. Enoch Place do. 3d 96 
Hawke 32 1 Enoch Place do. 4th 37 
John Blaisdell : 








Javid Blaisdell > Lebanon, Me. 116 N. B. *N. Berry resides in Far- 
hoger C opp riington. TE. Place, in Rochester. 








The number of Churches in this Quarterly Meeting is 22 
The number of Eiders is 18 
ane number of members last year was 1436 
Increase this year, 150. The present number is 1646 


CHDINATIONS. 

Davin Swerr of Gorham, Me. was erdained as an Evangelist on the 
Toth of May, 1822. It was performed at New-Durham, N. H. 
Wintraw Saunpers was ordained at Strafford, N. H. June ist, 1622. 


sOgER Corp was orceined at Lebanon, Mé. September , 1822. 





SANDWICH QUA wpb gen MEETING 

1S holden on the Saturday and Sabbath following the-3d 
Wednesdays in J AnUary, ras Ase and October. 
The account trom this q. cives the names and resie 
dence of the preachers 3 also, e+ number of the churches, 
but no account is given of the number of members. RW ag. 


Elders. Towns. Churches Elders. Towns. Churches. 
Daniel Elkins Adams 1 | Josiah Magoon 
William Cass Atexandria 1 | Sirneon Dan a Newhampton 
——fiasselline Bartiot 1 |} ‘Chomas Perkins o 
—--—-— Bridgewater 1 {| ——Fisk 
Burton ] | Joseph Quimby Sandwich 

Joshua Quimby Concord & ? , | Dudiey Pe ‘th ngale do. 

Sethlehem * | Israel Blak Thorington ¢ i 
iba tinea Shelborn & 3 ! & Elsworth 

Duran 5 1 | David Bean ‘Tamworth 
ae -- Fate 2 | isnac Townsend Wolfboro’ } | 

1a 
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Che number of Churches in Sandwich «. un. is 
The number of Elders is 








exter cere - 
j 7 4 § rr % ’ bd ; a STINT A f 
WEARE QUARTERLY MER VIANC 

IS holden on the last Saturday and Sabbath of Mov, 

gust, and October. ‘be acc omnt of this is as follows. 
Elders, Townes. Monthly mectings. No. fasta r. Ine. 
Beniamin Tollman Ashby i: 
Jonathan Rowe. bradiord 2d Thuredey 14 14 23 
Ebenezer Chase Entieid let Satuiday 07 D a2 
"Tiinothy Morse Fishershicld } 
Wittiam Dodge Sutton & ‘4 2d Wednesday G7 7 i 
Goshen . 
Solomon Howe Newport Thursday before the 78 2 8 
ist Sabbath 
Eiliah Watson Sutton ist ‘Tuesday 38 2 AG 
Joseph Watson*® = Warner This church added this year, 12 : 
H. D. Buzze!l! We eare Ist Wednesday 1Q5 led 1 
Dexter Smith Veathersfield 3d Saturday is 39 o| : 
& Windsor, Vt 

Dewid Crosst Wilmot od Saturday i7 7 24 

The number of Churches in Weare q. m. is 1] 

‘The number of Ordained Preachers 9 


No. of members last year 415. Increase 72. Present number 497 


*Unordained. tRuling Elder—.\Now labors in tie Gospel. 





The whole number of Elders in N. H. Y’r. Meeting 1s 40 
No. of Churches, 48. No. of members 2150 





Note-—The members in Sandwich quarteriy meeting are not returne dl | 
me but should we estimate their numbers. accordis i to the churches in the 
)) other q. ms. it would contain 939, which, added to 2133, makes oU72 


<—>-= ate, a'2 sé 


Holland Purchas ase Yr. Meeting. 


Tuere are four Quarterly Meetings in this Yearly Mcet- 
4 ing, winch are called by the following names : 
| Ist, Benton. 2d. Bethany. 3d, Erie. 4th, Owego. 
| No returns have been received from Benton q. m. except 
from the church in Senica by Elder S. P. Colyer, w hich 13 
as follows. 3 added, sion bumber 16. 

Ordained preacher S Solomon P. Colver. 


Unpordamed, David Marks, Jr. and John C. Allen, 
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“The unmber of churches last year was ° 
‘fe number of members was 
‘tic number of Elders was 


BETHANY QUARTERLY MEETING. 


No return. “jie year the number of Elders was 
No. of churches, 14 No. of members, 


RIE QUARTE ERLY MEETING. 











No a, Number of Elders last year was 4. 
No. of Churches, 9 No. of members, 2i6 





IWEGO QUARTERLY MEETING 


is seureseaibel ‘das lollows. 


Berkshire 24. Candor 97. Candor & Owego 34. Choconet 67. 





renga & Cipio 19. Virgil 6. 
© t. No. of members last year, 193. Increase 48. No. 241 
- ove -L ordained Elders in this q. m. but their names and places 
ionce are not mentioned. 
- oc number of Elders in Holland Purchase Y. M. is 22 
Nun:ber of Caurches, 36. Number of members, 1139 
ne SESE es 
ENT... is : 
Lideecomb, & Gorham Y. Ms. 
Paene are five quarterly meetings in these two yearly 
celimgs; one called Edgecomb, one Farmington, one Gor- 


ain, oue e Montville, and one Parsonstull 

[‘Che reason Lplace these two yearly meetings together is, because 
ye noth r information to which yearly mecting each quarterly 
ne Pe longs. ] 


The times of holding ticse meetings, I am unable to give. 


The returns from Edeecomb qa. m. are as follows, 
S | 


Mders, Churches. Mem. | Elders. Churches. Mem: 
a Lamb Brunswick 70 Nath’! Purington do. 

S an Bic kiord Boothby Chr. Tracy Durham 

Wit am Emerson Jo. T. Cunningham Edgecomb 
Jonathan Brown Bowdoinham 38 } John Linnon Georgetown 93 
Poseph Robinsen do, Henry Medeor Gardiner Ov 
llomph. Purlngton Dowdoin Harpswefl = 
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| Fld. Ch. Ment. Fld. Ch. Men, 
Benjamin Thomb Lewiston | David Webber Sqram Island Og 
q Tho’s WK. ‘ney Lincolnville | Barnihas Hedges Wiscasset ° 
John Lam) do. Jesse Briggs do, : 
Sam’l Hinkley Parker's Island John M. bailey Weolwick 134 
4 Phipsburg 15 | Allen Piles, travelling preacher. 
4 James MW Cordy of Hallowell is an unerdained preacher : a’so, John 
P EM pliey of Georgetown, who received the approbaticn ef the q. m. 
by «March 16th, 1822. | 
Te number of E!Cers in Edgecomb q. m. ts 2 
Number of churches 16 
Number of members in 8 of these churches, 42} 
FARMINGTON QUARTERLY MERTING. 
Conied trom the RELIGIOUS MAGIZiNE as follows 
© Ebenezer ‘caies ? Wilton Thomus Dudi ley ¢ Wonive 
24 Ebenezer brown \ Isaac }orthe ( en 
~ John i oster Jay Nalta ; 
Ward Locke Chesterville —_--—- Tasi tond ‘ 
» Benniah Pratt fT ee Hubbard Chandier ptgnag iil 
‘Timothy Johnson § barmingion Benjamin Tutis Pi Hips 
Samuel Hutchings New-Portiand ‘Temple 
Samuel Robbins Belgrade | - Vienna 
Wi liam Paine Teen Jesse Briggs Hallowell 
fi © Edward Say ace —— 4 Moses Mbarland ( a 
) John 'Tret ethern Cornville _— hi G owin mom yaee 
Mi _. Asa Burnham a, inser Joseph. Higgins ; 
=| > ACGKINSON ry} "7 
* . Wathaniel Harvey § ~ { Samuet Whi tney »} Thorndike 
4 i _— Corena, Josiah Farwell 4 
> Daniel \oung Starks Fl Dixmont iX F 
% Jesse Burnha im Roardedy enezer ‘Tasker Newburgh 4 
J 4 ; 
: + Joseph Ose ood Exeter a Frankte i 
oF rk Josiah Partlet Gariand ———Aniony lrespect 
4 —-———- Gilman Pend —_—— Monroe 
ff —~—~ kinesticld Winthrop Frost = Swanviile 
fy. iy ——— Knox 
mie. 8 =6There are two churches in cach of ihe following towns, viz. Wilton, 
me Starks, Montvernoa, Moniwille, and Monree. Making in all, Jd 
Minaber of ‘Orduined Preaciers. 29 
GORHAM QUARTERLY MEETING. 
FP Zachariah Leach 2... George VParcher Saco 
a Zachariah fordan \ —_ -——__—_—_— Standish 
i mm) Clement’ Phinny orham on Hiebren and 
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Roekhela 


- 
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on SS 2 See 
ae ing 
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> Jonathon Clay u1. Buxtean 











Elders. : Restdenée, 


iderg. Residenec. 


Bethel and 
Giiliad 





Willam Woodsom Sumner 





4 iifam Cobb re siicld 

Nathaniel Siurges Minot and --—--- Harrison 
D mvilie James Coliey Jr. Gray and N, 
Windham Gloucester 


7 


The number c ee rs in this q. m. 3s 
13 


The number of churches 1s 


PARSONSFIELD QUARTERLY MEETING, 
umphry GoodwinHollis 





Fohn Buzzell Parsonsheld Hu 

( — bullock De. & Cornish | Mayhew Clarke Ossipee* 

; th Buileck Lim. ngton | Waketield® 
fonacian Woodman Effngham* James Sawyer Brownteld 
Samucl herbauk Ne wite eld Eiias Libby, Limerick 
Jienry Hobbs ¢ oe | — Shapleigh 
Honey Leach 4 James I'ly Hiram 
Richard hinery Aifved Gore 

Joseoh Goodwin Weils *New-Hampshire, 





£ 


“uere are 13 Eiders, and 15 churches in this q. m, 
MONTVILLE QUARTERLY MELTING. 

Elders. Mont fo When gathered. No. 

samuel Whitney Brooks 1} 


i 
6 ifope April 4th, 1822. AO 
| J 


Abiezer Bridges siesborough April, 821. 46 
r Warren September 822, 17 
Moses M’Farctand Montville AL 
John True unordained do. 
Simen Emery Monroe of 
Samuel Fy Whitten® Palermo July 23. 1822. 35 
ho number of Ordained Preachers in this q. m. 1s 5 
She number of Churches ts 7 
Zhe 


oar TS Sas aes 
Phe number of members is 


t is pastor of Palermo Church. 


7 


*iiesides in Montville, but 


Ari ‘ 


TOGECOMB & GCRHAM YEARLY MEETINGS. 


Ps rly, 
The whole number of Elders in these two Y. M’s. is 66 
“The whole number of Churches is 85 
t 


ry ~ 1 - rye 
She number of members from 15 ef these Churches, 633 





the number In those 70 other churches in like 
0954, the which, if added te 


proportion with the 15, thev would cont ain 2 


Short] we estimate + 


i 

ys he Be TT a oe ee 5 anor : ie ley + f or Ly 41m 

O53. woull mexke 3537 members. which pr ably is not far irom tlre 
s , “4 z ; . 4 . 

ihit@y! r. wWHiCaA CompVese {hese fren Year 'y iat ottn Oy 
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RHODE-ISLAND QUARTERLY MENTING. bi 
4 Churches. Mouitly sentinel a aye Tn. Vo. Pastors 5 
‘ oe er - a < 
i burrilville Sat. before the 2d Sabbath 27 169 Joseph when 
4 Smithfield — at. before the ist Sabbath dying 132 Joseph Whit 
‘ Pawtucket y unknown Reuben Alle 
4 Gloucester Sat. before the 2d Sabbath 36 36° Reuben Allen 
4 Taunton Sat. before the Sd Sabbath 16 16 Reuben Allen 
. This quarterly meeting is not connected with any yearly me eting at 
P — 
4 Names of the Elders that belong to the R, I. Q. MM. and places of resi- 
: ating 
zi, Joseph White Gloucester Names of the unordained preachers. 
: Renden Allen not Stationary 
Ray Potter Pawtucket Ahab Reed Blackstone 
‘ P-niel Greene do. Jacob Darhng Burr: iviite 
©, Deniel Wiliams — Burrilville Smith Peirtieid do. 
4 i . . ° 
4 The number of Ordained Preachers m this q. m. Is 5 
aitg vr . Z ‘ 
y Che number of Unordained do. 3 
ed 4 _ ate ~ 
ae Uhe number of Cliurches ts 5 7 
" {ncrease since Novenaber Ist, 1821, 9] ‘\ 
: Present number of members, [ Nov. Ist, 1822, 344. 


I . 
ats ste Ste ate 24. 4 } 
a oe eee) = 4 m= -—--—— 
7 ee ed ee 5 


Vermont Yearly Siceting. 






Tnere are three quarterly mectings i this yearly meet- 
ing; one called tie Stratford, one Wheclock, and the other 
Huntington quaricrly mecting. 


The returns from Strafford q. mo. is as follows. 
Eld. Ch. Mem. Eid. Ch, Mem. 





en Brookfield 36 ———~ Roxbury 19 
: — do. east part 10 Aaron Buzzell Strafiord #97 
* Ty, Pachelider ! Corinth ag Nathantel hinge Tunbridge,E. 190 
7 ! on “9 , JX agatit \ : : . 
ie ™. Lowles 4 Gseoree Flacket ao, 
a Sep. Lathrop Croton, added 30 Thomas Muxley do. west *31 
a f cecum Hianover *31 Wim. Pavidson Vershire *45 
ee 7 nh} = kor, 
ia Tames Morgan @ x ye . —— Washington “oo 
Ay ws * Phy - Northfield vw 7 
i S. Kebinson § 
4 — Orange 66 
di a Aiba i ope Randolph CO *Last year. This year net refurneds 
i, ii 4 al > . J} . . . nd " 
hae ‘e number of Ordained Preachers in this q.m.1s I 
De : “f d 
A Number of Churches 1s If 
om - ae Silane. sakhaiiie Tee » PO . 
Be Ie crease of me mbers SHice Noy ember, 1821, 30 
ot i ’ ¥ Ir! Oe i 7 ul > yy re 1 739 
creseht humpecr oi membcrs ts 




















i 

, | 

if The returns from Hunting ion q. m. 1S as follows. , : 
| Lid. Ch. wen. Lild. Ch. Mayr. 
Sam’! Webster Bolten smenimaniaie Middlesex ot ie 
Calvin Huntley Dexdury 41 Richmond 13 it 
Charles Bowles Huntington 87 | J. Wetherbee Stowe QU ip a 
Hinesburg 16 | b. Maynard Sigixsboro’ OU zz 

meneame Jericho 30 a Shelburn 36 A i 

Ziba Woodworth Monipelier 27 4 Samuel Lord Waterbury Bi 
The number of Qrdained Preachers in tits q. mi is 7 5 


Number of Churches li | 


Increase of members since Noyember, 1621, 79 1 
Present number of menibers ts 356 i 








WHEELOCK QUARTERLY MERTING. | 
No report. Number of Eiders last year was 7 } 
Number of Cuurciies 14. Number of members 3565 | 





The whole number of Ordained preachers in the connection is 158 


The mimber of Churches, 213. Increase of members this yeu, 4uF (| 
Vio number of members trom 124 Churches, 5704 | 
tithe number of members, jn the other eu churches, were estimuted 


Hi proportion to the iZd, (which probably they are.) they would con- 
tain 4327 members. aud add to these 5704, the whole would be 10025 

If any of che aforegoing reiurns are ancorrect, we should be glad of orfor- 
mation, so that tvey may be correcied in the nexi number. Also, we solicit 


iormarion from those cuarterly mcciings, which have not been returned. 








2 ~ ron nrmanc . OMT RT 
Brrovep Frrenps anp BRETHREN, 


_ number compictes the Sd Volume of the Religious Informer. 
7,7. . ; ' 
Lhe circulation of the ‘work hasexceeded my expectation, and ihe in ‘ 
Crease “of subcribers this year past, and e specially within three montis, 


gives ine reeson to believe that it is well ‘accepted. Truly it has ory- 
en me great satisfaction to hear trom hundreds and thousands ei ic 
dear disciples of Christ, which [ shonld ei never have heard of 


in time, had it not been for the Informer. When [ contemplate mo-- . 
ng this happy company above, where sorrows will ail be over, MY : | 
heart exults with joy. O brethren, let us be faithful unto death, and H 
we shall receive a crown of life. 
| haye endeavored to avoid controversies with the professed people | 
of God, both in writing and pre aching, as a as in private conversa- | 
tion, and the reason I assign, is, that [ never saw any advantage in dis- a 
puting about words to no Srofht but it is caic: nalated to divide the flock. a 
and wound the feelings of the tender jambs of Christ. \ | 
tiaving no person to assist me in editing the work, | have labored un. | 
der a disadvantage, which I might have avoided, if {had counsellors: } 
but TL have endeavored to publish what I thought weuld do good, and 6 : 


mit what I thought would gender strifes. Vor thts reason some com- 
mnnications have not been inserted, which have been sent for publica 








— < 
a 


‘ot any. 

‘ine mechanical part has not been done so weil, as I hope to be able to do 
infuture. lhaye been under the necefsity of using old type for part of 
she | paper, not being able io procure new ones, Bui by ihe punctual pay- 
meni of part ot my patrons, | have colleeted 66 dollars and peid it aw 


ne ta 


ay tor 


* type, and: now owe more than 40 more towards it, which [ hope those, who 
d are indebted tome, will soon enable me to pay, with nearly 100 more, 
q wich Lowe _ ar - ermaker. [mention these things, that those, who 
| owe for-one, two, or three vears fntormers, may be sensibie that Ineed the 
pay. Pam sorry to burden those. who prom ptly pay, to read these my com 

plaints. 
After] published my number tor Jannary this year, the increase of syb. 


scribers was such, that Lhad notsufiicient to su ipply new su hseri bers with 
ct ohrsinumber. Ttheretore conciude not to print the number for Janua- 
ynextyear. until toward the close ofthe month, so that ail, who wish for 
be dth V ocume, may have time tosend and be supplied with the nwnber 
compicic, 

I shal! consider all, who are subscribers now. to continue so, unless they 
direct olierwise; except suchas have taken three yearsand have never 
paid any ting. ‘To these [shall sendno more, except i hear from them. 

I reau est allthat wish to discontinue, to write me immediaiely atter 
they receive this paper, and as many as4vish to subscribe to forward their 
names scon, that lmay know how tecaiculate tor the next Vol. 

Lhave aiarge number of Vol. Ist & 2d on hand. which itany person wish- 

es for, by writing tome and enciosmne . eine r,) willsend them, and pay 
the postage myselr, Orany person wishing tor the first Vol..only, by en- 
closing 25.cents.2 nul sending tome, lw “in send them, end they pay the pos- 
tage when they arrive. I donot offer them at this price, because I can at- 
ford to print them so cheap shut because IT have alarge number of Vol. Ist 
onhand, and wishthemcirenulated. Vol. 3d] cannot send. 

Before [close these remarks, suffer me to present to you my thanks for 
the liberal patronage you have bestowed on this work, and may [havea 
continuance, 

Those, who have enriched the pages with their communications, also 
recelye my ia aaa aii Let me otien hear from you 
in the same manner 

And while you write.I print, and others read, may we all remen mber 
Shai soon our work onearth willbe over. This body. which now stands in 
the printing office, will soon he mouidering in the e lav, andmy p! mublica- 
Sons left oe iter ceneraiions to peruse. While Lnow see the fairee leaves, 
and the earth i sa “din icy fetters,my mind feels solemn. low have | 
Spentthis year? [lave [eiori iiied God § inmy conduct? Has ihe square of 
verte governed all my transactions witin mankind? Have I cireums -cribed 

ty desires and I eptmy passions within due bounds? AmI pr eee 10 
receive the white stone and new name? Shalll see the heavenly incense 
arising and my> att] rperec KO ned one Oo} “th: aime wf eX celien t comp: nV. wih 
shall see the spiritual temp! 12 £0 omple led. andshali b behold him w ho is the 


ae 








firstand the lastard receive his approbation? Ifso;T can bid — 
4 welcome, and pass corks narrow eate to endless jovs. May reflections lik 

ie these often rest npen our minds, ond may we close the year of pe e 
q prace and arise lo enypey the new year ofeyeri sting love. | Ji, Uuag- 


} Lo 

, 106 ; 
: fion. I wish never to wigress from what 1 Conceive to he tire path of 
if » Pe 4 » i) 

4 duty ior the purpose of gaming the applause, or avoiding the reproach 
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mica, Ny ine seperapound:ng 


== a se se aaa - a 
race of Goa. nas *:.venrise to this 


ow flouvishine cormnexion. And 


nscientionsly professed my fait 
1 Christ, received baptism, and ae 

imeavisible member of the san 

tittle church, <A deed, whi “ch I 
aa truly say, T have never regret- 
rd: but am more and more confir- 
ied in my choice, delighted in the 
rork and determine to spend and 
fe spent in the sacred cause. 

Anc notwithstanding Lhave since 
missed through many trying scenes 
'v Treason of bodily and family wr 
lietions : and the opposition I have 
met with trom the wicked world ; 

tthe shocking trials I have ex- 
berienced by eas on of some false 
brethren ; yet, w hile | review the 
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er how many precious souls, {hare 
seen converied, and translated cut 
o¢ the kingdom of Satan, and 
brou shit into the kinedom of Gos 
dear son; andja my mecitations 
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om | ory * ee ao 
rave been. and still are very nse 


itil amone 1s, itt ’ rreat iT pari as 
4 ad , * ~! 4 : Pa] I. Te 15: - . ! 
our preacners have been called, 
ae ; . , ’ F 
tke the ancient propnets anc UID. 
- yee ! = ; ‘ , <e a yee 
tles, from the handies of the piew, 
© a a . mae “if . rr) ee “y ©. 
the tisnine beat. sailemeking, and 


otner useful avocations. Yetwe 
have no reason to complem, ior 
we can say to the giory of God; 
that wo have generally had our 
birth and education in a land of 
lieht and liberty ; and joa greaior 
part of us, in the New-ineland 
States; which have ever been dis- 
tincuished by their attention to ht- 
erature, and where the privilegea 
are undoubtedly the best, and the 
most eanal; and where the Engiisa 
language is taught in our commoi: 
schools and academies in as great 
perfection, [ presume, as in any 
part of the globe. And in: ddition 
to this, to our great apps. the 
Holy Bible, which we acknow- 
ede to be our only nt of fait’ 
and practice. book of church disci- 
pine, and ereat body of divinits 

‘s introduced as a common, and one 
of the most fmportant scnool-books. 
So that withent vanity. !t may be 























































185 


said of our preachers, as was said 
of ‘iimothy, that from children, 
they have Known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make 


‘them wise unto salvation, throygh | 


faith in Christ. Which knowledge 
they are also able to communicate 
to others in words easy to be un- 
derstood. 

And in making the above selec- 
tion, it has pleased God, to choose 
men of grace and experience, who 
know how to sympathize with the 
Jaboring aml heavy laden, and to 
converse with, pity, and pray ior 
the guilty and condemned sinner ; 
and to retoice with the new-born 
soul, when justified by faith ina 
crucified and risen Saviour; and 
assist him in singing the new song, 
which God by emancipating grace 
has putin his mouth. 
good natural abilities, of a sound 
mind and judgment—Sound in faith 
—Orthodox—Weil skilled in the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ. 
Men, who can in the most familtar 
language, describe the happy es- 
tate of our first parents in the gar- 
den of Eden—'The manner, and 
baneful effects of their fall—The 
iost and deplorable condition of ail 


their pesierity—And the way of 


lite and saivation by him—'lhe 
siitand operations of the divine 
spirit, both before and under the 
luw; end since the commencement 
of what is emphatically called the 
zospel day. Men, who know the 
vain excuses of the sinner; and the 
lurking places of Satan, by which 
he takes the advantage efmankind. 
Men, who know how the sinner 
lives; and how the saint ought to 
live; and can rightly divide the 
word of truth, andare apt to teach, 
and have gifts of communication, 
whereby they cen give to each 
their portion of meat in due season. 
Men, who also jn their lives and 
preaching, endenvor to imitate 
their glorious master, whe came to 


seek and save that which was lest; 
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and preached repentance tod . : 
ners, and sent bis Apostles AP LO 
ministers to do the same; and { IS, a 
his hearers that he came not te 
cail the righteous; but sinue sii Bib 
repeniance. And the Apo natic 
Paul has testified, that it we ce 
faithiul saying, and worthy of” : 
acceptation. ‘The Apostles noj Men 
ly shewed men their deplora ee 
condition; but they lifted up i: . 
remedy upon the pole of the @@ © 
pel. lence, the conyictedand A ny 
penting sooth saying damsel cy ig 
aiter Paul and his companion, ¢ aps 
claiming, ‘hese men are the s i os 
vants of the most High God, whi nd he 
shew unto us the way of salvation — 
—Itis the duty of ministers, oo 
shew the remedy, as well es i _ 
malidy. A duty which has bedi ves 
too much negiected by the bulk ge 
preachers; but a duty which 4 fi 
hope we shail never dispense wii os 

and which | am confident we ne - . 
er shall, while we remember (! : z 
wormwood and the galt, and tha, 
we ourselves were once iaborn _= 
and heavy laden sinners; and E. 
nature children of wrath even a 
others; and feel the woe upon t on 
if we preach not the gospel. hi le. 
man learning is good, and some.) 
times very useful to a minister om. 

the gospel, especially, if it lead the { 
him to the better understanding 0 vuilt 
the holy scriptures, and to mi@yr (, 
him the more humble, and shev ie 


him his own insufficiency, and hi - 
entire dependence on God, andt ily. 
have hieh and exalted thoughis of oye 
Jesus Christ; and of the way "Bhi, 


life and salvation by haps a his 
, an 


believe and obey the gospe Bat men 
feach others to do the same. ©“ Bifee] 


if his learning only serves 10 pu ley 
him up with pride, and a vain CO" Bthe 
ceit of himself, and of his litervyiicg 
attainments. and to think that he = 
is a great man, and knows moeg. 4. 


ayse Ne 
than every hody else, becau e | tha 
, . : . io ‘ \i- », 
has been a few months in @ CO" By 
: in a thie 
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es fe ra 7 
“ice, op a jew WCea: 

















‘en] seminary; and at the same 
». to have low, mean, underval- 
, aud degrading opiions of Je- 
. Christ of the Holy Spirit, of 
» Bible, and of the work of vel- 
nation, and instead of believing 
e plain record that God has giy- 
of his Son; and practicing the 
mpnandments, as they are there 
corded; wrest the scripture, 
Jct it, turn it, and blend it with 
Win plitosophy, and the doctrines 

“i traditions of men; to make it 










































tended by the inspired penman ; 
,d inconsistent with experience 
nd right reason, and all to work 
‘yain admiration of himself in the 
roud and ignorant; tomake them 
aintain him in ease and luxuries ; 
that case, I say, his learning ts 
» reat benefit to himself nor oth- 


ves blinder, and hard hearts har- 
er, and to strengthen the hands of 
he wicked; either by making God 
he author of sin, or by promising 
hem life without repentance, or 
y explaining God’s threatnings to 
he wicked, in sucha way, as to 
wake them believe that their pun- 
r khment for sin, willbe very toler- 
ible. O lamentable! “If the 
blind lead the blind, both shall fall 
into the ditch.” And the fault of 
the former, shall not extenuate the 
ruilt of the latter. 

O my brethren in the ministry. 
lam weary of withholding. My 
bowe!s yearn over the human fam- 
ily. My heart glows with supreme 
loye to the Savior ; and with sym- 
pathetic pity to the purchase of 
his blood. Bear with me a mo- 
ment, while | give vent to my 
leelings, by renewedly calling your 
levoted, and united attention to 
the work of the glorious gospel. 
Suffer one, who esteems himself 










he ‘ ; 
a less than the least of all saints, to 
fe admonish you to a frithul dis- 


4 charge of your dutv; and to make 
A P| . 
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[sg 


rs; as it only serves to make blind | 


Never was there a time, which 
call’d louder for the ministers of 
Christ to exert themselves and for 
Zion’s Watchmen to be wipe awAkE, 
than the present. The uncon- 
verted world, are all lying in 
wickedness ; and they must either 
repent or perish; believe or be 
damned, be born again, or never 
see the kingdom of God. 

Omy brethren in the gospek, 
take to yourselves renewedly the 
whole armour of God, wherewith 


evil day; and having done all to 
stand. Stand, therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel 
of peate: above all taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the spirit, which is the word of 
God. Praying always with all 
prayer and supplicatiod in the 
spirit, and watching thereunto, 
with all perseverance, and suppli- 
cation for all saints.” 

O brethren, nothing will dispel 
darkness, like holding up the, light, 
or destroy error, like preaching 
the truth. We must take and 
wield the sword of the spirit. 
| ‘Chere is nothing that will destroy 
the doctrines of men, but the doc- 
trine of Christ and his Apostles. 
The Bible is like the sword that 
was placed to keep the way of the 
tree of life, that turned every way. 
Or like the rod in the hand of Mo- 
ses, that ate up all the reds of the 
magicians. We must rise early, 
and visit onr closets, and read our 
Bible ; and compare scripture with 
scripture ; and search every sub- 
ject to the foundation; that we 
may be ready for every good word 


and work: and not have occasion 
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rove something whtich was ma ye may be able to withstand in the 








(a3 some) to complain that we ore 





lll proof of your minjsiry. 








! not prepared. 
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Again, we musi — te shew 
eurseives nproved unto Cod, 
workmen that pe not to be asha- 
med, righty 
truth. There is a portion hi 
God’s word tor every yee 
and we must vender to ali the 
dues; to Cesar, the things that are 
€esar’s. and to God the things nee 
are God’s. We must give the ba- 
his due; om vive him the 
giory cue up to his name, and wor- 
ship him in the beauty of holines 


Aud we must give the Sewn tris my : 
and honor ian as we dothe futhei 
and acknowiedge him to be the 


only ‘Legottcen Son of Ged, fuil eo! 
2rece and truth; and having aii 


fulness dwellire in him; and having 
power upon carth to forgive sins, 
to make men new creatures, and 
give them eternal lite, and make 


them hanty forever. And we 
a oe 

ae eae Fe ie eee Es ae ee 

Ri st Ory + efit asOlii GZ Ddosi iis cue , 


acknowledge him to be the re- 
prover of the worid; which re- 
proves men of sin, of right 
ness. and of judement; which reca- 
pectate s, and qualifies them 
pont, and believe the fos] el; and 
is the pring, pal agent in the great 
work of their regeneration ; 
the sanctifier and comforter of ali 
God's people. 

We must also give sinners their 
due. And tell them that the v have 
all sinned, and come short of ib: 
glory of God; and have 
themselves edious to his haliness. 
and ebnoxious to his i 
that they must repent, or perish. 
Eaiieve or be damned. And ii 
now is the at fa om e. aml roy 


iO Te- 


cya is 


rena: Poe 


the day cf scaly: And 
nothine else wil! elie t the me. 
break their hearts. and cau c tiben 
to be sorry and meurn ier thei 


-4 > 
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sins; we must ie t! 
love of God in Gur revemption: 
and give them the whele hy 
of Jesus, from the n 
cross: cod let them 
much he bas done ond sufie 
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their sins ; ‘and has aseended up on 


dividing the word o: 
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or 1 - : 
din sent his 


hich. 


pile pe 
pregie to tuem.and has said: 


ihat believeth andis veptized : n 


be saved ; ; but he that believe 
not shali be damned.” 
+ K * * * 
) ny brethren, 
norant of Saten’s 
pres r in every Y 
destys OV souls. 


we are not } 
dey ice S. Ke 
vay todely de , 
“Let us therefore} 




















ver and vigilant.  Wateh al 
pray tliat we enter not into ten 
ation. And my young brethren, 


ye 


pariicuiar, | beseech yeu, to | 
very watchful, and very prayers 
and very humble, and keep ve 
near 1o your blessed Master ; ay 
icarn of Lim who ismeek and lov 
iv. Ve faithful unto death, a 
Christ will give vou a crown ¢ 
life. And toe! lose, Lwou ld just say 
ietus all, both oid and youn 
thank God and take courage. Th 
Lord is on our side. More ar 
iney that are for us, than the 
which are ngwainst us. he wor 
of reformation is spreading—Th 


ty cr Y, tr) *y1¢ ic ‘ i} 
kingdom of Satan is falling 
‘) , . a 4  . s Se * e . . 
Christ's kingdom is iIncreasing= 


Zion’s lieht is shinine—And the trv 
servants of Christ ot all denomina 
iiens, are marching toward thé 
ereat centre; and | trust will soot 
come to sce eye to eye. 

Let us be careful not only to 
preach; but practice what we 
roach-—Strive to keep up gospel 
rdey inall the churches, over 
nicht we have the oversight; and 
strive Ly every - tawful means. (0 
sromote the cause of Christ. The 
harvest truly 1 plenteous, but the 
aborers are few. ‘Travel breth 
renoas much as yeu can. The 
doors are open: ne In every direc- 
“en for us; abd the cry is heart, 
oh me ever and help us.? God 

‘oss you, iy dear brethren, and 
DYOV ide for vou under all circum 
stances—Cover your heads in the 
day of — ake you conquer 
ors at ~~ ast, and crown you his, 
efornplly in his kingdom.—aAves 
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Di ‘D.—tt —_— {', Ne NOUV. omy 
Airs. Apphia ¢ Sitley wif of Mr. 
Benjamin Cilley, aged 8 ‘They 


have tived towciher 59 og ears, 3O of 
which she was a member of the 
Raptist C Church in Salisbury. She 
wns one of the first settlers of the 
town. and has left 125 Children, 
Grand-Children, and Great-Grand- 
Children; 111 of whom are now 
living. Her remains were iollow- 
ed to the grave by 78 ef her rela- 
tives aS mourners. 
On his way home to Enfield, 
. — just returned from ie 
. Aaron Crafi, aved 67. 
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To CORRESPONDNTS: 


Lerrers have been received 
from the following Correspondent 
Viz. State of Maine. 

Eider Samuel Whitney, Elder §, 
F. Whitten, Br. Robert Barker. 
New-York. 

Elder E. E. Dodge, Josiah Fow~ 
ler, and David Marks, Jr. 

Ohio. Chartes Rolfe. 

Pe. W. Warriner, R. Chandler. 

All of these communicate religi- 
ous intelligence, and some of them 

are very interesting ; ; but as the 
No. for Dec. Is: designed to give 
the state of the connection and ad- 
Ranier ny will appeathereafter. 
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